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Intensive Agriculture 

• System: Coastal waters and rivers/streams 

• Stress:  Altered hydrology, nutrients, 
sediments 

• Source: Farming and drainage practices 

• Strategy: Biological response curves to set 
watershed goals; use finer-scale applications 
to create field-scale “transactions”  
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“Wedge Solutions” 

• Surface BMPs 

– e.g. conservation tillage 

• Flow Management 

– Regulated Ditches 

– Field Tiles 

– Floodplains restoration 

• Engineered Treatment 



Transactions 

• County Drain Management for Agriculture 

• Farmer Willingness to Provide Environmental 
Services 

• Supply Chain   

– Product Certification (e.g. cereal grains) 

– Farmer Certification (MAEAP) 

– Agri-retailer Certification (4R Nutrient) 



SUMMARY 

• Information, watershed goals for ecosystem 
outcomes 

• Suites of practices to meet goals  

• Transactions that drive change  

– informed by field-scale models/calculators 


